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THREE MAIN POINTS :

1. Understand the unique conditions of the site and the 
purpose of the landscape, then pick plants that 
naturally fit both

2. The Right Plant in the Right Place will be healthy and 
beautiful with less work and money

3. Proper plant selection and placement is one of the 
most important ways to conserve resources and 
prevent pollution. 
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Whatôs Inside Your Binder?

ÅCourse Slides

ÅField Evaluation

ÅField Evaluation Example

ÅRight Plant, Right Place Worksheet

ÅLawn Alternatives

ÅSelf Assessment ---HOMEWORK!---

ÅField Evaluation ---HOMEWORK!---
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Describe A GOOD Landscape

ÅFunctional

ÅBeautiful

ÅSustainable

- Low maintenance 

- Limited inputs 

- Limited waste 
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Site Assessment

ÅMicroclimates

ÅSite conditions 

ÅWater

ÅSoil

ÅWind

ÅSun

ÅTopography
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Landscape Function

Å Why is it important to understand the 

function of the landscape?

- Purpose - provide shade or privacy

- Activities - baseball, BBQ, gardening

- Investment - installation, renovation, 

maintenance
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Landscape Function

FIRST

Å Analyze site 

conditions

Å Understand purpose

THEN

Å Pick plants that 

naturally fit both
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Genetic Destiny

ÅEvery plant grows to a set of 

characteristics ïheight, width, etc.  

Å10ô tree under 3ô window? 

Right Plant, Wrong Place

ÅDonôt fight Genetic

Destiny, creates 

extra work & waste
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Genetic Destiny

ÅLandscape function?

ÅRight plant?

ÅIf not, why not?

ÅWhat plant 

characteristics would 

fit these sites?
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